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Welcome to the 2019 Annual Report. During 2019 we continued our improvement journey. 

Our amazing P and C continued to work tirelessly to provide the funding for reverse cycle air 

conditioning for the classrooms and moved on the next phase of the Nature Play area.  

In 2018 we partnered with the Fogarty Foundation, during 2019 we continued this 

partnership. We have used the Foundation’s support in our improvement agenda and have 

used the high-quality Professional Learning to drive our planning. The extensive diagnostic 

tools are being used to see what progress we have made and to gauge where we are on our 

journey and where we need to go next. 

Last year we set specific annual targets for the next three years which were based on our 

whole school improvement targets that have been set out in our long-term planning. We are 

engaging in whole school improvement and are reviewing all our practices and procedures. 

Reviewing practice and procedure is an ongoing process and we are constantly striving to 

improve our performance as the educators of your children. Performance that is measured 

not just in the academic achievements but in the health, safety, wellbeing and happiness of 

your children at our school. 

As mentioned last year, we will be asking you, our community, to tell us what you think at 

regular intervals. It will be very helpful if you would do this, we will be using the information 

we get from you, from our students and from the teachers to form the next part of our 

improvement agenda. 

  

 

  



Room A 

Term 2 of 2019 saw Room A involved in lots of hands on inquiry about people who help us in our community. 

We visited the on-site dentist and a local vet.  

 

        

 

We also were lucky enough to have visits from local paramedics, police and fire fighters.  

 

   

 

Our dramatic play space in our classroom transformed from a fire station, to a police station, a  

hospital, a vet and a dentist too. We loved role playing the different helpers in our community and practising 

all of the new things we had learned from them over the term.  

   

 

   

 

 

  



Room B  

 

What a fun year it has been in Room B. We became palaeontologists to dig for fossils and built a rocket to 

travel to the stars. Our year has been full of non-stop learning and constant laughing. But the day that 

oobleck came into our lives, the laughter reached a whole new level.  

We began by making our own oobleck and experimented with texture and colour mixing. Within 5 minutes, 

it became a crazy oobleck party that we’ll never forget.  

Disclosure: no clothes were destroyed in the making of this oobleck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Music   
2019 saw many exciting things happening in Music, both in the classroom and at community events. 

Senior students worked on ukulele skills and all students used desk bells to play a developing repertoire 

of tunes in various styles, learning to sight read as they played. We composed our own melodies and 

harmonies, and   

selected the most appropriate instruments to  

 achieve the sound we desired. We also learned about  

 the various elements of music and experimented with  

 them in practical musical tasks as well as some  

 theoretical. 

                                        Senior students discussed different  

                                        genres of music, along with some of their favourite pieces               

                                        and presented researched information. 

                                        Junior students learned about the orchestra, as well as how 

                                        music is used to present plays as operas – where the story is    

                                        told with orchestra and song - and ballets –  

where the story is told through orchestral music and dance, involving 

 a lots of mime. 

We were privileged to have another Musica Viva performance –  

this time by a Torres Strait Islander musical group – so we incorporated 

 many NAIDOC themes into our music lessons. 

                               The choir – including solos, duets and ensembles, the Ukulele Plus 

                               club, the woodwind students and the Northam Area Schools Band 

                                performed extremely well at the Northam Performing Arts Festival. 

     The Northam Area Schools Band also performed at the Northam Christmas 

                                Carols by Candlelight.  A busy year of cultural learning and performing. 

 



Room 3 

Room 3 have made some wonderful memories in 2019. One of the highlights of the year was the Year 6 

Leadership Camp, where our students got to complete team 

building and leadership exercises. While the Year sixes were away 

having a blast the Year fives put on the Chef’s hat and tested their 

cooking skills at the Foodbank Incursion. We created 4 wonderful 

dishes which were not only 

healthy but also delicious.  

 

 

 

 

 

Technology: 

In semester 2, the Room 3 students had a great time learning 

about different types of coding. We used the program Applab 

to code simple apps using javascript and block coding. Students 

were able to modify existing 

apps by changing text, font 

size, background colour, 

adding buttons and pictures. 

We had a great time 

exploring the sound effects 

section of the program. 

On Friday afternoons, students were given technology challenges to test 

their problem-solving skills, initiative and teamwork. These challenges 

included constructing a newspaper tower capable of holding a basketball, 

designing a space junk collection satellite and upgrading Santa’s sleigh. They always came up with wonderful 

and inventive designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Room 5 

We have had a wonderful year of learning and fun. We have had lots of projects that even earned us some 

awards. Probably the highlight of the year was our 

performance at the Performing Arts Festival at  

the Link Theatre and winning the Wendy Byfield 

trophy for the Verse and Drama section, for our poem,  

‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’.  

It was very exciting because there was a lot of rain and 

 we had to talk very loudly. 

 

We also won the best door prize for Book Week. We made a rocket that went in the door way and everyone 

had to go through it and into space to get into the classroom.  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

                          

 

During Science Week we had fun making our challenges.                         

We had to design a spaceship that could land back on Earth without falling apart. We could use straws, 

balloons, cotton wool, paper plates and cups. A foam ball was our astronaut and that had to remain in the 

cup (spaceship) on landing. Some worked really well and others would have had multiple injuries! 

 

Reading has been a big part of our classroom 

and we all love just being able to get a book,  

sit quietly and chill out with a wonderful story. 

 

 

 

                                                                                Something new in term3 was our flexible seating.  

The students have really enjoyed finding their smart spots                                                                                              

                                                                   where they are comfortable and can do their very best   

                                                                   work, and WE DID LOTS OF THAT.                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

  



Room 7  

 

 

 

As part of our cultural awareness, in HASS Room 7 celebrated the Chinese New Year. The Chinese calendar 

is determined by the date of Lunar New Year that begins on the new moon that falls between January 21 

and February 20th. Every Chinese New Year starts a new animal’s zodiac year. There are 12 zodiac animals 

and 2019 was the year of the pig. 

Students made zodiac animal masks, ceremony drums and Chinese lanterns. The students also made red 

envelopes which they place under their pillow so they can receive a coin or a present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kindergarten  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great year we have had in kindergarten this year! 

We’ve all learnt the routines in the classroom, how to play with our new friends and how to sing lots of 

nursery rhymes and retell fairytales.  We are all developing skills to be effective communicators and 

confident, involved learners both inside and outside the classroom.  

Some highlights of the year were our combined performance of ‘Sleeping Bunnies’ at the whole school 

presentation night and each class putting on a small end of year concert for the parents. 

 

 
  



Room 10 
 
It has certainly been a busy year for the year two's in room 10. The students have been learning many new 
things in all learning areas. However, one of the highlights of year two has been the STEAM project we did 
in term 3. The students spent a great deal of time planning and implementing their ideas in order to complete 
their project for the parent evening held at the school. They completed many activities based on the theme 
of Space and then decided to make their own planet and include all the elements needed to sustain life. The 
students made paper-maché planets using balloons and newspaper, then covered it in white paper. They 
painted their planets and added water, land, moon, sun and mountains. Out of various materials the 
students created animals and people. Finally, each student wrote a short report on their planet. The 
favourite part of room 10's project was displaying their planets in the undercover area for parents’ night. 
The students were extremely excited to show their parents the work in their classroom and the planets on 
display. I was so proud of the effort the students had put into their work. It was awesome! 

 

     
 

    
 

 



 Science 
 
2019 has been a memorable year in Science education with the celebration of 50 years since the landing on 
the moon. 
 

The beginning of the year started with much excitement as students got excited growing their own seedlings 
with a bean and recording every millimetre of growth. Some students exposed their plants to the harsh 
reality of salinity to observe the changes in a plant’s growth.  
 

May saw the planting of potatoes by rooms four and five in the Science garden. 
The seed potatoes were provided by the ‘Seeds for Schools’ program, creating a 
positive avenue to teach students about the life cycle of plants, how to best care 
for them while they are growing, and bringing them to the table. The potatoes 
were successfully harvested in October, surprising everyone by how many and 
how big they had grown after popping up from the soil and dying off. It was a 
valuable teaching experience which we look forward to again in the coming 
school year. 
 

During the whole school STEAM Showcase in term three, students were excited to bring their parents 
through the space station themed science room to show off what they had been working on throughout the 
year. Senior students were able to describe the many fascinating aspects of 
eerie volcanoes, while the middle students were excited to share about their 
space studies and share interesting facts about our solar system.  
 

Junior students have been engaged in their science studies through art 
recording weather patterns, night and day characteristics and the origins of 
sights and sounds by creating their own musical instruments. They were also chosen to road test the 
magnetic games created by rooms 6 and 12 and reflect on their experiences, just to name a few things.  
 

The science room received a new face lift during the October holidays in time for fourth term with a fresh 
coat of paint, new flooring. New desks and seating will arrive in March, which be a colourful addition to our 
room making our learning space an exciting place to be, and with flexible seating arrangements.  
 
 

     

  



Room 12  

Room 12 is big on COLLABORATION! We have accessed many 

interactive learning experiences to learn and rehearse curriculum 

content. Students in Room 12 learn best when they are talking about 

their learning and working together to construct their understanding 

 
 
 
 
In Mathematics, learning through games has been a big hit in our classroom! Highlights include our game 
rotations on topics such as ‘chance’ and ‘decimals’, which allowed the children to reach high levels of 
engagement and draw conclusions about different Mathematic concepts.        

                              
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



Student achievement and targets 

The following tables represent all the children who took the NAPLAN test at Northam Primary School in the 

given years, however, we measure ourselves against the stable cohort so that we can tell how successful our 

intervention programs are. The stable cohort consists of those students who have been at NPS since 

Pre-Primary. 

Band 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 3 Numeracy 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 6 to 10 478 & Above   14%  8%   13%    9%   7%   8%  

 5 426 - 477  22%  20%  23%   16%  16%  17%  

 4 374 - 425  31%  32%  19%   29%  31% 281%  

 3 322 - 373  17%  15%  16%   25%  26%  26%  

 2 270 - 321  11%  18%  19%   16%  17%  14%  

 1 Up to 269   6%   8%   10%    5%   4%   7%  

We have set our targets for the next 3 years and are using the percentage of the stable cohort of children who 

are more than one band above the National Minimum Standard (NMS) as our guide. 

We took 2016 and 2017 as our baseline data. In 2016 46% of our stable cohort in Year 3 were more than 1 

band above NMS (band 4 and above). In 2017 69% of our stable cohort in year 3 were more than 1 band above 

NMS. Our Y3 targets are as follows: 

2018: 50% - achieved target 60%; 2019: 65% - not achieved target as only 55% achieved band 4 and above and 

in 2020: 70% of the stable cohort to be 1 or more bands above the NMS.  

 

Band 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 5 Numeracy 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 8 to 10 582 & Above   2%   0%   4%    4%   5%   4%  

 7 530 - 581  5%   16%  11%    11%  14%  11%  

 6 478 - 529  15%  19%  32%   29%  24%  28%  

 5 426 - 477  41%  43%  25%   32%  34%  33%  

 4 374 - 425  29%  16%  21%   18%  19%  17%  

 1 to 3 Up to 373   77%   5%   7%   5%   4%   6%  

 

In 2016 40% of our stable cohort in Year 5 were more than 1 band above NMS (band 6 and above). In 2017 

22% of our stable cohort in Year 5 were more than 1 band above the NMS. Our year 5 targets are as follows: 

2018: 40% - not achieved target as only 35% achieved band 4 and above; 2019: 50% - not achieved target as 
only 47% achieved band 4 and above and in 2020: 60% of the stable cohort to be 1 or more bands above NMS. 
 
We are continuing to use a whole school maths program to ensure the coverage of the curriculum from 
Pre-Primary to Year 6. 

 
 



and 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 3 Reading 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 6 to 10 478 & Above  24%  13%  26%   14%  15%  15%  

 5 426 - 477  11%  21%  24%   20%  21%  21%  

 4 374 - 425  27%  15%  12%   26%  22%  21%  

 3 322 - 373  27%  15%  12%   21%  19%  17%  

 2 270 - 321  8%   18%  15%   11%  15%  20%  

 1 Up to 269   3%   18%  12%   8%   7%   5%  

Our reading baseline data is as follows: 

In 2016, 69% of the stable cohort of Year 3 students were 1 or more bands above NMS (band 4 or above). In 

2017, 62% of the stable cohort of year 3 students were 1 or more bands above the NMS. 

Our targets are as follows: 

2018: 70% - not achieved target as only 49% achieved band 4 and above; 2019: 75% - not achieved target as 
only 62% achieved band 4 and above and in 2020: 80% of the stable cohort of Year 3 to be 1 or more bands 
above the NMS. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2016, 47% of our stable cohort of Year 5 students were 1 or more bands above the NMS (band 6 or above) 

in reading. In 2017, 37% were 1 or more bands above the NMS. 

Our targets are as follows: 

2018: 60% - not achieved target as only 50% achieved band 4 and above; 2019: 67% - not achieved target as 
only 54% achieved band 4 and above and in 2020: 70% of our stable cohort of Year 5 to achieve 1 or more 
bands above the NMS. 
  

Band 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 5 Reading 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 8 to 10 582 & Above   2%   0%   12%    9%   7%   7%  

 7 530 - 581  14%  26%  21%   16%  15%  19%  

 6 478 - 529  21%  24%  21%   29%  25%  28%  

 5 426 - 477  28%  18%  29%   22%  26%  22%  

 4 374 - 425  26%  13%  15%   16%  18%  16%  

 1 to 3 Up to 373   9%   18%  3%   8%   10%  8%  



Band 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 3 Spelling 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 6 to 10 478 & Above  19%  10%  16%   10%  15%  15%  

 5 426 - 477  11%  15%  28%   22%  22% 21%  

 4 374 - 425  28%  32%  19%   25%  20%  22%  

 3 322 - 373  19%  18% 16%   21%  17%  19%  

 2 270 - 321   19%  12%  9%   17%  15%  13%  

 1 Up to 269   3%   12% 13%    6%   10% 11 %  

 

In 2016, 70% of the Year 3 stable cohort achieved 1 or more bands above the NMS in spelling. In 2017, 58% 

of the Year 3 stable cohort achieved 1 or more bands above the NMS. 

Our targets are as follows: 

2018: 75% - target not achieved as only 57% achieved band 4 and above; 2019: 78% - not achieved target as 
only 63% achieved band 4 and above and in 2020: 80% of the stable cohort of Year 3 to achieve 1 or more 
bands above the NMS. 
 

Band 
NAPLAN 
Score Range 

Year 5 Spelling 

School  Like Schools  

2017 2018 2019  2017 2018 2019  

 8 to 10 582 & Above   7%   5%   3%    8%   7% 8%  

 7 530 - 581  0%   18%  28%   16%  17%  17%  

 6 478 - 529  34%  15%  24%   29%  28%  28%  

 5 426 - 477  34%  33%  28%   25%  24% 25%  

 4 374 - 425   15%  18% 14 %   12%  16%  12%  

 1 to 3 Up to 373   10%  10% 3 %    11%  7%   10%  

 

In 2016, 59% of the Year 5 stable cohort achieved 1 or more bands above the NMS in spelling. In 2017, 4% 

of the Year 5 stable cohort achieved 1 or more bands above the NMS. 

Our targets are as follows: 
 
2018: 65%- not achieved target as only 38% achieved band 4 and above; 2019: 68% - not achieved target as 
only 55% achieved band 4 and above and in 2020: 75% of the stable cohort of Year 5 to achieve 1 or more 
bands above the NMS. 
 
Spelling is a focus for us and thus we introduced Spelling Mastery in 2018 across Years 3 to 6. This is an 
explicit spelling program which we believe will have a positive effect on our results in the coming years. At 
the beginning of 2019 we introduced Letters and Sounds from Kindy to Year 2. These two programs are 
designed to give our students a strong foundation in spelling. 
 
 
 

  



Attendance 
 
Regular attendance at school is crucial to students achieving success in education. We believe that every 
day is important at Northam Primary and thus have made regular attendance one of our targets. 
 

 Attendance category 

 
Regular 

At Risk 

 Indicated Moderate Severe 

2016 67.6% 20.8% 10.4% 1.0% 

2017 70.6% 17.4% 8.9% 3.2% 

2018 72% 14.8% 7.9% 5.3% 

2019 65.3% 22.3% 10.7% 1.9% 

 
By following up on unauthorised absences and by continuing to make it clear that every day matters our 
percentage of severe attenders is decreasing. There is also a smaller percentage of unauthorised absences 
as parents and carers use SMS and phone calls to inform us of reasons for absence. 
 



 

1 8,956.00$                       8,955.50$                       

2 28,230.00$                    28,227.89$                    

3 227.00$                          227.27$                          

4 22,796.00$                    22,795.45$                    

5 -$                                 -$                                 

6 1,000.00$                       1,000.00$                       

7 1,949.00$                       1,949.40$                       

8 17,022.00$                    17,021.92$                    

9 61,527.00$                    61,527.00$                    

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 Farm Revenue (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

12 -$                                 -$                                 

141,707.00$                  141,704.43$                  

298,537.00$                  298,537.34$                  

Student Centred Funding 333,385.00$                  333,384.98$                  

773,629.00$                  773,626.75$                  

-$                                 -$                                 

773,629.00$                  773,626.75$                  

Locally Raised Funds60,206.11$       

Student Centred Funding333,384.98$     

Other Govt Grants2,949.40$         

Other  17,021.92$       

Transfers from Reserves61,527.00$       

475,089.41$     

1 26,128.00$                    10,995.78$                    

2 14,055.00$                    14,054.81$                    

3 188,200.00$                  138,782.95$                  

4 110,298.00$                  102,305.91$                  

5 359,293.00$                  98,503.11$                    

6 19,434.00$                    15,777.22$                    

7 26,000.00$                    26,000.00$                    

8 2,297.00$                       1,747.15$                       

9 8,181.00$                       15.00$                             

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 -$                                 -$                                 

12 Farm Operations (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

13 Farm Revenue to CO (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

14 Camp School Fees to CO (Camp Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

753,886.00$                  408,181.93$                  

-$                                 -$                                 

753,886.00$                  408,181.93$                  

19,743.00$                    

Bank Balance 433,799.88$                                 
Made up of: -$                                                

1 General Fund Balance 365,444.82$                                 
2 Deductible Gift Funds -$                                                
3 Trust Funds -$                                                
4 Asset Replacement Reserves 67,820.76$                                   
5 Suspense Accounts 5,087.30$                                     
6 Cash Advances -$                                                
7 Tax Position (4,553.00)$                                    

433,799.88$                                 

Revenue from Co, Regional Office and Other Schools

Northam Primary School
Financial Summary as at

Actual

31 December 2019

Other Revenues

Commonwealth Govt Revenues

BudgetRevenue - Cash & Salary Allocation

Voluntary Contributions
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Fees from Facilities Hire
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Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships

Opening Balance
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Administration
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Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Professional Development
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Other Expenditure

Buildings, Property and Equipment

Curriculum and Student Services

Total Salary Allocation
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Residential Boarding Fees to CO (Ag Colleges only)
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